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Association of the US Army

White Sands Missile Range Chapter
Nov 2005- Feb 2006
President’s Corner
We like to hear from you.  We want to know what is on your mind.  Please let us know if you have any suggestions for goals for your chapter.  We truly want your input to chapter affairs so we can better serve you.  Give us a call or send us an email at c7502@ausa.org.
We have continued to have a great year.  The chapter voted yes to all the proposed resolutions to go before congress.  The resolution categories and brief highlights included:
· The National Museum of the US Army – support funding of a facility to house the museum
· Supporting Soldiers and Families – eliminate inadequate family housing; fund barracks construction; support in-state tuition; meet family needs for Reserve and National Guard.
· Army Civilian Personnel – close pay gap between Army civilians and private sector; support separation and early retirement incentives .
· Military Compensation, Benefits, Special Allowance, and Recognition –eliminate pay gap and make commensurate with responsibilities
· Military Retirement –protect full value of retiree and annuitant income
· Army Health Care – fund medical research to benefit soldiers; fund pharmacy programs for beneficiaries.
· Homeland Defense – increase funding fr technology, equipment, training to increase HD support.
· Resourcing the Army- increase Army share of DoD budget to 28%; increase end strength to 550,000.
· Manning the Force – fund recruiting incentives to attract quality personnel
· Training for Army Readiness – fund Army combat training centers.
· Power Projection- fund Army Power Projection Platforms and rapid Reserve Component mobilization.
· Special Operations Forces – fund Special Op equipment and research.
· Army Efficiencies-relief from legislative requirements hindering sound resource management.
· Science and Technology – support Future Force advanced technology development (CCMs, IED’s)
· Soldier Modernization – fund Rapid Fielding Initiative, soldier modernization.
· Weapon Systems – fund weapon systems; fund Command and Control Critical Information Systems.
· Space and Missile Defense – Fund Patriot-MEADS, SLAMRAAM, JLENS,C-RAM and other AMD Current and Future Force initiatives.
A copy of the full text of the resolutions is available if you are interested.  Send me an email at c7502@ausa.org.
Veteran’s Day Ceremony
Chapter members supported the WSMR Veteran’s Day Ceremony by providing and serving refreshments to the military and civilian community in attendance. 
Veteran’s Day Golf Scramble
On 11 November 2005, the chapter hosted the Veteran’s Day Golf Scramble at the WSMR golf course.  The scramble attracted 40 golfers who enjoyed a great game of golf and assisted our chapter in raising almost $1800 which will be used to support the military community and soldier support activities.
Participants included individual and corporate members as well as members of the White Sands surrounding communities.  Great thanks to corporate members who sponsored teams, holes, and donated wonderful prizes. Sponsors included First National Bank, White Sands Federal Credit Union, NewTec, Pioneer Services, TR Chaney, Energetic Materials Research & Testing Center, and Jack Key Motor Company. .

Prizes and trophies were awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place.  Additional prizes were given to all participants.  
We look forward to having the Veteran’s Day Golf Tournament again this year on November 10, 2006. Keep your eyes out for a registration form in September.  Jim Nicklaus is the POC .
Thanksgiving Dinner
The chapter donated funds for several soldiers and their families to be able to have a special Thanksgiving meal served at the Frontier Club. These Service members were unable to go home for the holidays.  It was a small token of our appreciation for their call to duty. 

Holiday Kick-Off Party
Service Members were treated to free tickets to the WSMR Holiday Kick-Off Party on December 02, 2005.  This is an annual event celebrated at the Frontier Club prior to the Christmas and New Year Holidays.  There are lots of festivities including a live band, tables chock full of tasty delights, and door prizes.  It’s a lot of fun for the whole community.  The tickets were available to Army, Navy, and Air Force service members that are part of our tri-service community.  
Army – Navy Football Game
All you can say is the Army didn’t get the memo on this one!  Navy kicked some Army butt for the first time in umpteen years!  Ouch!  Oh well, at least the AUSA refreshments kept everyone going.  This is a great family event.  We keep everyone toasty with Hot Chocolate, Coffee, and all the donuts you can handle. Don’t miss this one in 2006.  It is usually around late November to early December.

734th Ordnance Company

On 10 January 2006, the chapter linked up with the Society of Mexican-American Engineers and Scientists to present phone cards and goody bags to members of the 734th Explosive Ordnance Disposal Company.  The bags contained everything from toiletry items to beef jerky and home-made peanut brittle. The 734th was redeploying to Iraq.  The phone cards are pre-paid and can be used by soldiers to call home while they are deployed.  

Bataan Memorial March
The Garrison Commander hosted a special dinner to remember the Bataan Death March and survivors this past February.  Several chapter members attended the dinner and [image: image4.png]


we provided some of the refreshments.

“The Bataan  

 Memorial   

 Death March honors a special group of World War II heroes. These brave soldiers were responsible for the defense of the islands of Luzon, Corregidor and the harbor defense forts of the Philippines. 

The conditions they encountered and the aftermath of the battle were unique. They fought in a malaria-infested region, surviving on half or quarter rations with little or no medical help. They fought with outdated equipment and virtually no air power.     

On April 9, 1942, tens of thousands of American and Filipino soldiers were surrendered to Japanese forces. The Americans were Army, Army Air Corps, Navy and Marines. Among those seized were members of the 200th Coast Artillery, New Mexico National Guard. They were marched for days in the scorching heat through the Philippine jungles. Thousands died. Those who survived faced the hardships of a prisoner of war camp. Others were wounded or killed when unmarked enemy ships transporting prisoners of war to Japan were sunk by U.S. air and naval forces.” (MWR Website)
Wounded Warrior Program

The chapter also donated $500 to support the Wounded Warrior Program.  Funds helped to defray the cost of travel and lodging for the soldiers and their sponsors to attend the Bataan Memorial March.

Thank You Corporate Members

AV Construction, Las Cruces
Caelum Research Corporation, WSMR

El Paso Speedway Park, El Paso

Energetic Materials Research & Testing Center, Socorro
First National Bank, Las Cruces

Jack Key Motor Company, Las Cruces & Alamogordo
JWK International Corporation, WSMR
La Posta De Mesilla, Las Cruces
Las Cruces Sun-News, Las Cruces
Morale, Welfare, and Recreation,WSMR

NCI Information Systems Inc., WSMR
NEWTEC, WSMR
Northwind Inc., Las Cruces

Physical Science Laboratory,Las Cruces
Pioneer Services, El Paso
Syndetix Incorporated, WSMR
T.R. Chaney, LLC, El Paso
White Sands Federal Credit Union, WSMR, Las Cruces, & El Paso
Chapter Officers
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