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Association of the US Army

White Sands Missile Range Chapter
Mar 2006- Jun 2006
President’s Corner
The year has just been flying by.  The opportunity to serve and recognize the soldier and their family has been incredible.  

Please drop us a line with your ideas and comments.  We can be reached at c7502@ausa.org.
7th Region Meeting

AUSA Los Angeles Chapter hosted the 2006 7th Region Annual Meeting this year at the Los Alamitos Joint Forces Training Base March 28-31.
They had a fantastic program that included terrific speakers and lots of fun.  There was an opportunity to use the Joint Forces Training Base Simulator, a hands-on trainer featuring an indoor electronic range with computer-generated targets, terrain and weapons.  Attendees enjoyed the President’s Reception on a two-hour fiesta cruise of Long Beach Harbor that included absolutely delicious food. The conference ended with a gathering of new and old friends at the Soaring Eagle Dinner.  LTG Roger Thompson, AUSA National VP for Membership & Meetings was the featured speaker.  Jim Nicklaus, VP for Programs, attended the meeting as the Chapter representative and came back with a wealth of information and ideas on new activities.  
NMSU ROTC Award
The winner of the New Mexico State University Army ROTC trophy went to Cadet Brian Clason for his selection as the Bataan Battalion Award Winner.  Chapter Vice President, Randy Wuerz, was on hand to present his certificate and trophy at NMSU’s Annual President’s Review on Pride field at the university in April 2006. Congratulations to Cadet Clason on his outstanding achievement.

Bataan Death March
George Moon, Chapter Secretary, along with Officers Randy Wuerz, Allen Tyree, and Margaret Tyree staffed our AUSA information booth during the registration for the annual Bataan Death March at White Sands Missile Range.  It gave us an opportunity to hand out brochures and tell many of the thousands of attendees about the organization and the incredible things that are being done to take care of our Service members and Army civilians.
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“Since its inception, the memorial march has grown from about 100 to some 4,000 marchers from across the United States and several foreign countries. While still primarily a military event, many civilians choose to take the challenge. 

Marchers come to this memorial event for many reasons — personal challenge, the spirit of competition or to foster esprit de corps in their unit. Some march in honor of a family member or a particular veteran who was in the Bataan Death March or was taken a prisoner of war by the Japanese in the Philippines.

The 26.2 mile memorial march route starts on the White Sands main post, crosses dusty and hilly desert terrain, circles a small mountain and returns to the main post through sandy desert trails and washes. The elevation ranges from about 4,100 to 5,300 feet.” (MWR site)
Learner’s Awards
In May, 2006, two very special individuals were honored with the Military Learners Award and the Civilian Learners Award.  Congratulations to them both on their fine achievements.

Institute of Land Warfare

The Institute of Land Warfare (ILW) extends the influence of AUSA by informing and educating its members; local, regional and national leaders; and the American public, on the critical nature of land forces and the importance of the United States Army. ILW carries out a broad program of activities including the publication of professional research papers, newsletters, background briefs, essays and special reports. ILW also conducts seminars and sponsors regional defense forums throughout the country and overseas in concert with local AUSA Chapters. 
The WSMR chapter makes it a practice each year to donate to this worthy cause. 

Memorial Day Golf Scramble
On 12 May 2006, the chapter hosted the Memorial Day Golf Scramble at the WSMR golf course.  The scramble attracted 6 teams of golfers who enjoyed a great game and assisted our chapter in raising almost $1000 which will be used to support the local military community.
Participants included individual and corporate members as well as members of the White Sands surrounding communities.  Special thanks to corporate members who sponsored teams, holes, and donated outstanding prizes. Sponsors included First National Bank, White Sands Federal Credit Union, NewTec, Energetic Materials Research & Testing Center, and Jack Key Motor Company. 
Prizes and trophies were awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place.  Additional prizes were given to all participants.  
Mark your calendars for the Memorial Day Golf Tournament again this year just prior to Memorial Day (date TBD). 
A Day of Celebration
June 14 was a significant day for WSMR and the AUSA chapter.  It marked the celebration of the 231st Army Birthday, the 60th Anniversary of the US Navy being at WSMR, and Flag Day.  It was a great summer day for celebrating in a tri-service kind of way!  John Foulkes, Director of the Test and Resource Management Center, addressed the crowds with his wit and wisdom.  We were able to promote AUSA to many locals and visitors.  We kept everyone cool by serving refreshments during the activities.
Membership Services Program

The Membership Services Program is developed to meet our members' needs. These services may require additional charges and are subject to change. Your membership number may be needed when calling these service providers, so please have it handy.

ElderCare Options

An alternative for the millions of seniors who are unable to obtain long-term care insurance. Receive out-of-pocket savings on long-term care services such as home health aides and senior living facilities; plus 24-hour access to ElderCare professionals who can answer your questions and coordinate whatever care you need. 
Select ElderCare Options Plus to save significantly on chiropractic services, vision care, dental care, hearing aids, and more.
One membership fee covers all members of your household. You can also purchase this product for your parents and parents-in-law. 
Lifeplan Group Term Life Insurance

With Lifeplan, AUSA members will benefit from top-notch coverage at affordable group rates. Up to $250,000 coverage is available for members and spouses. Children’s rider offered.
Apple Member Purchase Program

The Apple Government Member Purchase Program (MPP) offers AUSA members a substantial savings on products such as the powerful and versatile PowerBook; the world's most popular music player, iPod; and the screamingly fast Power Mac G5. Apple's recently announced Macs with Intel processors are also available at a savings!

Thank You Corporate Members

AV Construction, Las Cruces
Caelum Research Corporation, WSMR

El Paso Speedway Park, El Paso

Energetic Materials Research & Testing Center, Socorro
First National Bank, Las Cruces

Jack Key Motor Company, Las Cruces & Alamogordo
JWK International Corporation, WSMR
La Posta De Mesilla, Las Cruces
Las Cruces Sun-News, Las Cruces
Morale, Welfare, and Recreation,WSMR

NCI Information Systems Inc., WSMR
NEWTEC, WSMR
Northwind Inc., Las Cruces

Physical Science Laboratory,Las Cruces
Pioneer Services, El Paso
Syndetix Incorporated, WSMR
T.R. Chaney, LLC, El Paso
White Sands Federal Credit Union, WSMR, Las Cruces, & El Paso
Chapter Officers

President                                              Margaret Tyree
Vice President                                      MAJ (R) Randy Wuerz

Secretary
                                           George Moon
Treasurer


        Allen Tyree

Corporate Membership VP                  COL (R) Robert Jeska
Programs VP                 
        Jim Nicklaus
Immediate Past President                     MAJ (R) Doug Messer     

Past President                    
        Mary Beth Reinhart
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