Remembering Memorial Day. [image: image10.jpg]


My message this quarter is to recognize all our fallen service members throughout our nation’s history.  [image: image11.jpg]£
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Memorial Day provides us the opportunity at the very least to acknowledge the debt we owe these individuals, and to recommit ourselves to making sure it was not in vain.  I think ADM Mullen Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff said it best in his 2008 Memorial Day message 

“upon the graves of our war dead –be they from Lexington and Concord; Gettysburg and Antietam, the Argonnes Forest or the beaches of Normandy; Chosin and Inchon; Saigon and the Mekong Delta; Baghdad or Kandahar – rest not only the memories and the pride of valor past, but the hope and vision of a better, and more peaceful future.”

In the spirit of Memorial Day, we had another very successful Bataan Memorial Death March on 30 March.  Over 4000 people participated in the event!!  I want to thanks to everyone for supporting and helping out!  Hat’s off to those members which walked the 26.2 mile course as well.  We supported Team White Sands, paid tribute to fallen service members as well as survivors, and generated some funding for the chapter.  The chapter’s golf tournament held on 9 May was another success and raise over $800.

Finally, I will be stepping down as the White Sands AUSA chapter president and moving on to the AUSA regional coordinator for the Seventh region.  It has been loads of fun working with all of you! I think we all accomplished a lot and that was because of all of you.  I want to thank our corporate sponsors, AUSA members and my hard working, chapter staff.  You all ROCK!  I will not be far away and I will continue to work with all of you.
As always please visit our website at http://chapters.ausa.org/whitesands.  If you have questions, please call our VP for individual memberships; Mr. Allen B. Tyree, 575-678-4773 or corporate membership VP LTC (Ret) Jerry Rawlinson 575-521-4926 or me, 575-678-8990.  

Sincerely, --- Margaret


June 11, 2008



Recent congressional inaction has caused a dilemma for the Army. As I have worried aloud before, we are entering the summer—at war—without the proper authorization or appropriation funding to adequately plan and execute the ongoing war on terror, to efficiently conduct Army Transformation programs, or to take care of Soldiers and families. The Memorial Day deadline for congressional action has passed, and there is still no Defense supplemental appropriation bill for the President to sign. 

The impact on the Army of having to constantly plan for multiple financial contingencies to deal with potential shortages or lack of operational funds is enormous, and I outlined it in detail in my last column. 

There must be leadership action—from both sides of the Capital and from the White House—to break this impasse now! 

On an even larger scale, now that we have two “presumptive” candidates for President and national conventions scheduled in Denver and Minneapolis, it is time for our political leadership to focus on critical national security and national defense issues. Heretofore, as both parties have fought their way to identification of “presumptive” candidates, there has been no substantial mention of relevant national defense issues, other than the war in Iraq and the war in Afghanistan. 

These existing critical issues must be brought to the fore for party and “presumptive” candidate debate and discussion before the national election in November. National security is citizen business! It is a shared responsibility of both elected and appointed civilian leadership. Discussion of these issues must be an important and vital part of the upcoming presidential and party campaigns. 

Truly big-picture issues that impact our national security include global energy shortages, the security aspects of global climate change, and fighting narcotics trafficking and narco-terrorism. Closer to home there are national security issues such as control of our borders, seaports, and airports—let alone cyberspace. 

Our criteria for such vital issues are not new: those items of policy or budgetary action that will have impact on the prosecution of the war on terror; the readiness of the force; the well-being of our Soldiers and their families; and the continued momentum of Army Transformation—materiel, equipment, training, facilities. They define where we stand as an Association, and most of them are outlined in our annual Resolutions. 

The issues relate to people (Soldiers and their families and Army civilians), readiness and force transformation. Major categories include closing the pay gap; keeping medical care fees and deductibles from rising; funding the Army Wounded Warrior program, post-traumatic stress and traumatic brain injury care and research initiatives; funding housing programs; and expanding veteran, spousal and family member education and employment opportunities, in particular by creating a new 21st century GI Bill—and the list goes on. 

The size of the Army, and indeed the defense force as a whole, must be sufficient to accomplish our national security goals, and defense spending must be at least 5 percent of our gross domestic product. Acknowledgment of the radically changed role of our reserve component must result in redesigned structures, pay and benefits, and retirement that reflect the way that segment of our defense establishment is now used. 

Further, money must be available to reset (repair or replace) equipment for the Current Force and to complete the Future Combat Systems that will take the Army into the future as well as spin off new technologies and capabilities now for the Current Force to use. Operation and maintenance funds to allow completion of active and reserve missions as well as training dollars also must be available. 

I am asking our national political leadership to get focused and involved to insure there is real debate, understanding and support of such issues. These are not “presumptive” but real—and they have enormous impact on our Army, our Soldiers and families every day. Hope is not a method. Action is. 
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On 09 May 2008 the WSMR chapter hosted a Memorial Day Golf Scramble at the WSMR Golf course. This is one of our major fund raisers each year. 14 teams entered and prizes were awarded to first, second, third, closest to the pin and longest drive. Prizes were donated by corporate members and sponsors and were greatly appreciated. This event raised $800 for the chapter which will be used to support the local soldiers, sailors, and airmen during the year. First Place went to Team First National. Second Place went to: Team Lockheed. Third Place went to: Team Command. 
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At the NewTec Charity Golf Tournament held on 6 June 2008 at the New Mexico State University golf course our chapter sponsored a hole and a 4-person golf team. Corporate member, J. Rawlinson, Quantum Inc, donated additional funds to support the event. NewTec has been a long standing AUSA supporter and corporate member. Monies raised from the even support the Army Emergency Relief Fund. The AUSA Team consisted of two service members, SFC William Childs and SGT Chris Benson.  Corporate member, Jerry Rawlinson, and Chapter Treasurer, Allen Tyree rounded out the team. The soldiers were playing in the tournament in recognition of SFC Childs’ pending deployment to Iraq and SGT Benson’s return from deployment to WSMR.
Team AUSA made par on 17 holes and birdied one hole to win a skin. Monies won by the team were donated back to Army Emergency Relief Fund.
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As in the past, AUSA White Sands was proud to help sponsor the 2008 Bataan Memorial Death March.  The Bataan Memorial Death March honors a special group of World War II heroes. These brave soldiers were responsible for the defense of the islands of Luzon, Corregidor and the harbor defense forts of the Philippines. 

Over 4000 people participated in this year’s event.
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Ms. Bridges, a WSMR soldier's mom, lost her son, Paul, in combat last year. As a tribute to her son, she will be participating in the Army Ten-Miler this year. The chapter has been assisting her in her travel and lodging reservations and will sponsor her Ten-Miler entry fee. 
The WSMR Education Division held its annual Graduation Ceremony on May 8, 2008. It was attended by 108 graduates, friends, and family from the community including 70 military and/or family members. Also in attendance were the
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 Courtesy Photo 

WSMR Commanding General, Executive Director, Garrison and Test Center Commanders and Command Sergeants Major, Directors from the local universities, Legislative representatives, as well as the WSMR general public,. The Key Note Speaker was BG Richard McCabe, WSMR Commanding General. The Key Note Address was presented by MG W. Montague Winfield, Commanding General US Army Cadet Command. AUSA President represented our chapter and presented the annual Military and Civilian Awards to SSG Paniagua, SFC James, Laura Balderrama, and Rhonna Lynn Hall. It was a rare event to support four awardees rather than two. The AUSA Learner’s award is presented annually to a service member and a civilian employee to recognize selected individuals for their outstanding achievements in their pursuit of excellence through educational development. Each year, the award winners will have their names engraved on a brass plate for a plaque which will be displayed in the WSMR Professional Development Center throughout the year. AUSA was recognized in the program and on stage for supporting the educational needs of the community. WSMR Chapter Officers attended the post-graduation appreciation luncheon and awards ceremony. Our chapter was recognized for our valuable contribution to the 23rd annual ceremony. CSM Daniel spoke about the honor in volunteering and the wonderful educational achievements from soldiers and civilians.
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Chapter representatives attended and supported WMSR Flag Day and the Army Birthday. AUSA was the only non-military entity recognized for their support of the soldier.  AUSA provided the birthday cake.  
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The Office of Graduate Medical Education, William Beaumont Army Medical Center held their annual graduation ceremony and reception on 14 Jun 2008. Military graduates are from disciplines like Transitional, General Surgery, Orthopedics, and Internal Medicine. Many will be deployed after graduation to assist wounded soldiers in the field. AUSA Chapter donated $150 to offset the costs of the reception. Cathy Leonard, Administrator for Graduate medical Education, William Beaumont thanked WSMR AUSA chapter for the support. 

Our Chapter donated $100 to the Soldier Cookie Fund. One of the local churches in Las Cruces prepares cookies to send to service members on a monthly basis. It is great to partner with local community elements to provide outreach for the soldier.

The WSMR Volunteer Award and Recognition Ceremony was held on 29 April at the Frontier Club. AUSA Chapter Officers were recognized for their commitment to volunteerism and community service. Several officers received the President's Volunteer Service Award for extensive hours of volunteerism in our AUSA chapter.
         


15 – 17July

AUSA's ILW Army Fires Symposium & Exposition

The Fairmont Dallas Hotel

Dallas, TX

6 – 8 October 

AUSA's Annual Meeting & Exposition

Washington Convention Center

Washington, DC

9 – 11 December

AUSA's ILW Shaping the Force Symposium & Exposition 

Judson F. Williams Convention Center

El Paso, TX

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2009 Calendar

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

7 – 9 January

AUSA's ILW Aviation Symposium & Exposition

Hyatt Regency Crystal City

Arlington, VA

25 – 27 February 

AUSA's ILW Winter Symposium & Exposition

Greater Fort Lauderdale/Broward County Convention Center

Fort Lauderdale, FL

28 April – 1 May

AUSA's ILW Army Installations Symposium & Exposition

Kansas City Convention Center

Kansas City, MO

5 – 7 October 

AUSA Annual Meeting & Exposition

Washington Convention Center

Washington, DC

Thank You Corporate Members

AV Construction, Las Cruces

Caelum Research Corporation, WSMR

DM3, Amarillo, TX

El Paso Speedway Park, El Paso

Energetic Materials Research & Testing Center, Socorro

First National Bank, Las Cruces

Jack Key Motor Company, Las Cruces & Alamogordo

JWK International Corporation, WSMR

La Posta De Mesilla, Las Cruces

Las Cruces Sun-News, Las Cruces

NAPA Auto Parts, Las Cruces

NCI Information Systems Inc., WSMR

NEWTEC, WSMR

Pioneer Services, El Paso

Quantum Research International, El Paso

Raytheon/Mission Capability Verification Center, WSMR

T.R. Chaney, LLC, El Paso

White Sands Federal Credit Union, WSMR, Las Cruces, & El Paso

Wyle Laboratories Aerospace Group, Lexington Park, Maryland
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